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The manner in which General Jackson closed up the Seminole Campaign and his refusal to modify his report of the campaign, as urged by President Monroe, relieving the Government from the embarrassment with Spain, and his firm stand that his course was not only justified by the conditions, but that what he did was with the approbation, and in fact by the orders of the President, with the ringing defense of his course by the Secretary of State, Mr. Adams in his correspondence with the Minister of Spain, enabled Mr. Monroe to make the purchase of Florida, which treaty was signed on the 22d of February, 1819. The Spanish Government, however, for two years refused to ratify the treaty, taking offense at the great sympathy then being shown by our public men and people generally for the revolted South American provinces. The Spanish Government gave out that it would send a special envoy to the United States to talk the matter of the treaty all over and with certain complaints to be considered. Mr. Monroe's patience was exhausted.
General Jackson, on the 28th of December, 1819, wrote to Mr. Eaton on the subject of Spanish treachery, and said:
"I deprecate the idea of waiting longer for an explanation from unfaithful Spain. Can we receive a minister from that power under present circumstances without corn-promising in some degree our national character? Under the bad faith of Spain, as I believe, the only good explanation that can be given is from the mouth of American cannon."
The ratification of this treaty found opposition in the Senate. Mr. Clay opposed it because in the treaty, besides paying five millions for Florida, we gave up to Spain our claim, which, however, was in dispute, to Texas. General Jackson put his outside influence to the ratification and it was ratified.the present, will I let this unpleasant subject rest, my conduct having been approved by the Presi-tuted convictions, which must stand or fall by the paper given to the public. Under all
